Curriculum Committee

Request for Distribution Designation

Name

__________________________________________Date _____________

Department ____________________________________________________________

Proposed Course Title and Number______________________________________

(Please contact the Registrar for course number information.)

Please indicate when the course will be offered. _______________________________

Which distribution designation (AR, HU, SC, SL) are you requesting? ___________

Is this your department’s designated distribution area? ________________________

Catalog Description  
Rationale (Please explain how the course fulfills the criteria for the distribution area.  Your rationale should include the catalog description of the distribution area criteria and should be as specific as possible regarding how the course will meet these.  If the requested distribution area is not your department’s designated area, please explain why the course more closely aligns with the requested distribution area.  Guidelines to be used in determining distribution courses can be found at the end of this form.)
Signatures:

Submitted by         _________________________________________Date__________

Department Chair ________________________________________ Date__________

Please attach a syllabus or tentative course outline with learning goals and a proposed reading list.

(All syllabi should include learning goals.)

Guidelines To Be Used In Determining Distribution Courses

General guidelines to be used by the Curriculum Committee in determining what courses should receive distribution designations are the following

1. Distribution courses should primarily serve a general education function rather than providing specific career preparation.

2. Distribution courses may be more or less general or specific in terms of the range of material covered.  What is important is that such courses exhibit patterns of thinking that are characteristic of work done in a particular distribution area

3. A course may have at most one distribution designation

4. These requirements were designed to provide breadth in the academic experience of all students.  Given this, distribution courses will typically be housed within a department’s or program’s designated distribution area (see below). While one may request an exception such that a course would carry a distribution outside the designated area, such requests should include a rationale explaining why the course closely aligns with the requested distribution area and does not fulfill the designated distribution area.

Further principles apply to specific distribution areas:

Arts (AR) one course
At Muhlenberg, creativity is developed and honed in many ways throughout the curriculum. The distinctive feature of the Arts (AR) requirement is that it places a primacy on the process of artistic creation and the ways of knowing that such activities realize. Students develop an understanding of theory social reception, and historical practice in relation to discipline-specific content through embodied interaction with artistic practices and the relevant skills and materials. A student must satisfy the Arts requirement by taking a course that emphasizes encounter-driven sensory engagement with discipline-specific production processes.
At the end of this class students will be able to: 
( Employ discipline-specific processes to realize and communicate an artistic vision. 
( Understand a particular artistic endeavor through consideration of the language, techniques, and contexts of its production. 
( Reflect on how sustained engagement with artistic practices leads to discovery and innovation.

Departments and Programs offering AR courses commonly include: Art, Creative Writing, Dance, Education, Film Studies, Media and Communication, Music and Theatre.

Humanities (HU) three courses with different prefixes
Students interpret and evaluate issues of human concern, experience, and expression by means of analysis, critical reasoning, and historical reflection.  They cultivate knowledge and understanding of human activity and world views across time, geography, and cultures.


Departments and Programs: Art; English; History; Languages, Literatures, and Cultures; Philosophy; Religion Studies; American Studies; Film Studies; and Jewish Studies
Natural Sciences and Mathematics (SC) two courses with different prefixes
Courses in the Natural Sciences and Mathematics (SC) help students develop scientific literacy, understand different scientific processes, and critically engage with problems in the natural, physical, and/or abstract world. 
Upon completion of two SC courses (with different prefixes), Muhlenberg students will be able to: 
1. Demonstrate a working knowledge of scientific, mathematical and/or computational vocabulary, theories and ethical standards;
2. Understand different disciplinary methodologies, data analyses, and evidence-based conclusions; and
3. Apply scientific, mathematical and/or computational reasoning to critically evaluate claims.

Departments and Programs:  Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics and Computer Science, Physics, Environmental Science, Neuroscience, and Sustainability Studies

Social Sciences (SL) two courses with different prefixes
Students investigate how modern institutional structures and social, political, economic and cultural practices shape and are shaped by individual choices, group behavior, and public policies. Students develop an understanding of the operations of power and ideology across social contexts, relationships and practices.

Departments and Programs: Anthropology; Accounting, Business, Economics and Finance; Education; Media and Communication; Political Science; Psychology; Sociology; Innovation and Entrepreneurship; and International Studies
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